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FADE | N:

S01

I NT. HOVE - MORNI NG

Alarns go off simultaneously. Curled up in a fetus
position, Mlicent reluctantly gets up. Wth eyes stil
cl osed, she enters the bathroom and grabs the electric
t oot hbrush on the way into the shower.

She puts her suit on and bl owdries her hair while reading
news on the Internet.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
My nane is Mlicent Smart. The average
burnout age of an IT consultant is 29.
I’m 29 years old. | nmanage tine
efficiently. I multi-task and cook 3-
mnute instant noodles in 2 mnutes. |
often dream solutions. | comrunicate
wel | and finish other people’s
sentences. | have a photographic
nmenory.

M licent applies nmakeup in front of the mrror.

M LI CENT CONT'D (V. Q)
| design, devel op, troubl eshoot and work
overnights. | only go to the bathroom
once a day; and THAT s how | neet
deadlines. Wen | finish a project, |
nove on to a new conmpany. | rarely dea
w th the sane peopl e again.

Mlicent grabs an Ch-Henry bar fromthe lifetinme supply
stacked in the fridge. The rest of the fridge is taken up
by coke bottles.

M LI CENT CONT'D (V. Q)
I’mthe president of a consulting
conpany. | ama consultant: an
I ndependent | T consul tant.

M 1licent steps out of her apartnent.

CUT TO
S02
| NT. CUBI CLE - MORNI NG
MIlicent steps into the office (matching shot) and enters
her cubicle with a box of donuts. W see a few coll eagues.

M LI CENT CONT'D (V. Q)
My col | eagues cone fromdifferent
backgrounds but we share one thing in



comon: an unfriendly cubicle with no
doors, no wi ndows and no privacy.

Ml icent passes the donut box to TOMW/(32, Chinese),
| aughi ng hysterically for unknown reasons. Freeze frane.

Text typing on screen:

Tonmy Lee,

190l bs,

5 117,

Pass tine: piloting single engine Cessnas.

M LI CENT CONT'D (V. Q)
But it’s a noble profession. (beat)
Over -wor ked, over-paid and enotionally
unstabl e, Tomy is one of 267 Chinese
working in this building.

(Junp cuts to Asians everywhere in the conpany.)

Rel ease frane. Tomy takes a donut and passes the box to
VENKATA(33, Indian fromindia), who is trying to explain
sonet hi ng behi nd soneone’ s back - Freeze frane.

Text typing on screen:
Venkat a Si var anmakri shnan
165l bs,

5l 9" ,

Pass tine: sal aah.

M LI CENT CONT'D (V. Q)
Nobody real |y understands Ven. And no
managenent will admt that he's here
because they can pay hima fraction of
what they pay us.

Rel ease franme. Ven does not have a chance to grab a donut ...
Cut to the back of TED (25, tight shirt). He turns around.
Freeze frane.

Text typing on screen:
Ted Hébert

170l bs,

5117,

Pass tine: fashion.

M LI CENT CONT’ D (V. Q)
Ted is the newbie - junior consultant.
He's just a cute Ted Hébert (say Teddy
Bear). Technically inconpetent. Very
talented in other areas.

Rel ease frane. Ted takes two donuts and then passes the
donut box to MONI CA(42, happily overweight), who is already



eating her egg ntMuffin. Freeze frane.

Text typing on screen:
Moni ca Bel | eti ni

150l b,

5l 5" ,

Pass tine: gastronony.

M LI CENT CONT'D (V. Q)
Monica’s the best consultant in the
i ndustry, after nme of course. Although,
she mi ght be the only person who
under stands Ven. She’s sassy; she’s
| oud; but when she says yes, nobody
dares say no.

Rel ease frane.
M LI CENT CONT’ D (V. Q)
Vel |, except...

Moni ca takes a donut before JEAN-PAUL(42, nice suit, over
enthusiatic, tries to be popular) arrives at her desk to
steal one. He speaks to everybody from behind the cubicle
wal | .

JEAN- PAUL
(strong entrance) Good MORN ng
ever ybody!

Freeze frane.

M LI CENT CONT' D (V.Q.)
W report to Jean-Paul. He is the only
one with a real office. |If he did
anything right, he hired ne.

CUT TO
THREE MONTHS EARLI ER
S03
I NT. | NTERVI EW OFFI CE.
Jean-Paul is |ooking over Mlicent’'s inpressive CV. Then he
starts. (Page peel in accelerated fashion)

JEAN- PAUL
What’ s your hourly rate?
PAGE PEEL.:
JEAN- PAUL
Do you have ki ds?
PAGE PEEL.:

JEAN- PAUL
Any dependent s?



PAGE PEEL:

JEAN- PAUL
Chroni ¢ di sease?
PAGE PEEL.:
JEAN- PAUL
Are you pregnant?
PAGE PEEL.:
JEAN- PAUL
Are you gonna be pregnant?
PAGE PEEL.:
JEAN- PAUL
What are you doing this afternoon?
CUT TO
JEAN- PAUL
Geat. You'll be working your ass off.
CUT TO

S04

I NT. CUBI CLE — Morni ng

Mlicent is reading one of 17 specifications on her desk.
She turns around and studies her environment. Tommy is
chatting on MSN. Ted the newbie is surfing the web with his
own |aptop. His other conputer’s wall paper is Anna
Kour ni kova. Ven is praying. Mnica is eating Egg ncMuffin
Footsteps. A pair of red high heels. Legs. Short skirt
and a see-thru top. An attractive enployee wal ks towards
Jean- Paul and starts whispering to his ear. They |augh
aloud. Mlicent returns to her reading nmaterial.

Ted’ s wal | paper:

SI X MONTHS LATER



CUT TO
S05
| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM — AFTERNOON
M licent gets everyone to go to the conference room Wen
everyone is in, she turns off her cell phone and places it
on the table. Everybody does the sane.

M LI CENT
Peer review for ny bolt-on design. |
expect only positive conments.

MIlicent starts her Powerpoint presentation. Now fast
forward the (inaudible) slide show for 20 m nutes. Then
bring the tenpo back to normal. Stop at a slide with
techni cal draw ngs.

M LI CENT

Real | y? You think her lips are real?
TOMW

Oh yeah

TED THE NEVBI E
No way man.

TOMW
Why? Just because it’s nice it’s
automatically a job?

TED THE NEVBI E

Li ke boobs - you can tell if they're
novi ng.

MONI CA
It’s the bra! It’s the fuck’n bra.

TED THE NEWBI E
Breast or brain. Can't have it all.

TOMW
By the way, clients have conpl ai nt about
our use of obscene materials in the
office. A heads-up for you Ted...

TED THE NEWBI E
(protests) But she’'s ny favourite tennis
pl ayer!

TOMW
Ch one nore thing... Blogging can be
ground for dism ssal.

TED THE NEWBI E
What i s bl oggi ng?



M LI CENT
(Fake cough) The table over here wll
the parent of this one, which in turn
will be the parent of that table. |
wi |l make these two uni que and this one
duplicate.

be

VENKATA
(I nconpr ehensi bl e)

Reaction shots. Everyone is guessing. Mnica is
taking a bite of her egg ncMuffin.

MONI CA
He asked you which of the fields are the
common keys in those tables.

M LI CENT
The...

Jean-Paul walks in and interrupts the neeting with a box of
chocol ate bars.

JEAN- PAUL
Everybody, ny daughter’s selling these.
Three bucks each.

MONI CA
W just bought sone | ast week.

JEAN- PAUL
Those were for girl scouts.

Jean- Paul collects the noney and wal ks out.

JEAN- PAUL
(col l ects) Thanks! Thank you.

CUT TGO
S06
| NT. CUBI CLE — AFTERNOON
M 1licent helps Ted the newbie to debug his code.
New wal | paper: Jam e Sal é.



M LI CENT
(CalmMy and arrogantly) If you' ve even
t hought about it, you d know that data
I's orphaned. Just verify by checking
the parent. (typing) Zero rows found of
course. (typing) Easy, put the child
table in the nested | evel.

TED THE NEWBI E
(whi spering?) And how do you do that?

M LI CENT
Are you serious? (uses the nouse to
show himhow to do it)

TED THE NEVBI E
oK.

M LI CENT
Anyt hi ng el se?

TED THE NEWBI E
Yeah. (typing) Wat’s the problem here.

M LI CENT

(beat) How d you get this job? This is a
no brainer. (continue to explain)

CUT TO

S07
| NT. BEDROOM — EVENI NG
ECU - MIicent day-dream ng.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
(Arrogantly) Corporate people are
frightened people. They make up these
rul es about what others should or
shouldn’t do. Things |ike, thou shal
not share passwords. Thou shall not
docunent source codes. Thou shall not
i nvolve in office romance.



(Her voice starts to | oosen up)

In ny opinion, there’s no such thing as
prof essionalism Everybody is entitled
to certain degree of freedom After
all, consultants are hunans too.

(panting)

Heck, you can get away with just about
anything if enough people believe in
you. Wiy wouldn’t they? | am doing
such a remarkabl e job.

(Her voice changes into uncontroll able
utters)

Besides, falling in lust isn't exactly a
crime. On the other hand, turning down
an insurnountable orgasmis (panting)
crimnal and (vibrating) unpardonable

Canmera pulls back to review Ted the newbie half
way under the cover.

S08

CUT TO
THREE MONTHS LATER

| NT. CUBI CLE — M DNI GHT
Ted the newbi e and Monica are the only ones |eft
in the office.

S09

EXT.

MONI CA
Good weekend.

TED THE NEWBI E
Thanks!

CUT TO

SMOKI NG AREA.  AFTERNOON

Tomry notices that Ted the newbi e has been
socializing wth other enployees lately.

TOMW
What’s up with himlately?

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
| wonder if he is tal king about
‘outside’ the office...either way,

in or

M LI CENT



It’s none of your business.

TOMW

Your sex life no |onger concerns me but

this guy is suspicious.

M LI CENT (V. Q)

because we’'re no | onger together?

Is it
O is it the fact that | nmake nore than
him now. |n any case,

M LI CENT

You' re just |eal ous.

TOMW

(laugh) Look, he’s been so friendly with
enpl oyees we don’t even work wth.
guy’s after sonething. Just watch...

M LI CENT
You’ re crazy.

White text on screen:
Synmphony of the cubicle.

S10

I NT. CUBI CLE — NI GHT
FADE | N:

Jazz.

Cut to Tommy.

FADE QOUT:

FADE | N:

An I ndian femal e voi ce.
Cut to Venkat a.
FADE QOUT

FADE | N:

El ectronic.

Cut to MIlicent
FADE QUT:

FADE | N:
Cuban.

Cut to Ted.
FADE OUT

FADE | N:

Cl assi cal opera.
Cut to Monica.

10
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FADE QUT:

Now i ntercut the music (and the cubicle people) —
first with 2, then 3 and gradually all of the
above - creating a synphony of cubicle nusic.

Suddenly, the nusic (and work harnmony) is disrupted by rap
music. Cut to Jean-Paul. Al nusic halts.

CUT TO
11
NT. JEAN- PAUL’ S OFFI CE — AFTERNOON
Mlicent is called to Jean-Paul’s office thinking
it will be a ‘good-job-keep-it-up’ session.

—wm

JEAN- PAUL
It’s been nice working with you
Mlicent. Effective inmmediately, your
contract has been term nat ed.

M LI CENT
(Deni al and dishelief)

JEAN- PAUL
Producti on data has been tanpered wth.
An enpl oyee received a juicy bonus.
Some got insurance policy upgraded.
Subscri bers have effective dates
nodi fied. Et cetera.

M LI CENT

And what does that have to do with ne?
JEAN- PAUL

Wl |, you ve been logging in repeatedly

for the past few weeks.

M LI CENT
But that could be any of us. Wy would
| want to give soneone el se a bonus
anyway ?

JEAN- PAUL
| don't care if you did it or not.
Maybe you shoul dn’t have shared your
password. Mayb...

JEAN- PAUL ( CONT’ D)
Look, the client is not going to pursue
| egal actions. As a cautionary neasure,
your contract has been term nated. |
wi sh you best of [ uck.

11



CUT TO
12 HOURS LATER
S12
| NT. BEDROOM — POST CO TAL

I wish you best of luck (echo) I w sh you best of |uck
(echo) I wish you best of |uck

Ted the newbie lights a cigarette for MIicent.
He breaks the cigarette-long silence.

TED THE NEWBI E
You left in bad terns. W shouldn't see
each other anynore.

M LI CENT
(Deni al and dishelief)

TED THE NEWBI E
In case anyone thinks |I have anything to
do with it.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
What? 1t’s not |ike anyone ever saw us
anyway.

TED THE NEWBI E
(beat) | like you.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
Just what the hell’s going ooooon?

TED THE NEWBI E
Sorry | have to end it.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
[’ msorry but nobody, | nean, NOBODY
dunps ne.

TED
(beat) 1 just did.

CUT TO
S13
I NT. GYM — MORNI NG
M1licent on the bike.
| just did. (echo) I just did. (echo) | just did.
M1licent on the stairmaster.
| just did. (echo) I just did. (echo) | just did.

Mlicent on the treadm || .

12



| just did. (echo) I just did. (echo) I just did.

M LI CENT
Shut up!!

The gym peopl e | ook at her funny, and then return
to their activities. After all, the gymis a
place to |l et off steam..

CUT TO
S14
I NT. HOVE — Sl eepl ess ni ght
Mlicent gets up in the mddle of the night to
cook instant noodl es.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
Note to self: when things go wong, go
for noodl es.

M I icent snokes.

M LI CENT (V. O.)
Weed.

M 1icent drinks.

M LI CENT (V. Q)
Al chohol .

MIlicent sniffs powder.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
Di scover new territory.

CUT TGO
S15
I NT. SHRINK' S OFFI CE — AFTERNOON
Mlicent is lying on the chair.

M LI CENT
I[t’s not ny problem Is it?

THERAPI ST
Do you think it is your problenf

M LI CENT
I[t’s not ny problem [It’s their
problem Isn't it?

THERAPI ST

Maybe it’s their problem \Wat do you
t hi nk?

13



M LI CENT
Just what the hell’s going wong?

THERAPI ST
That’s the right question. Wat is
goi ng wrong?

M LI CENT
Am | getting better, Doc?

THERAPI ST
Are you feeling better, MIlicent?

Al arm goes of f.
TWO WEEKS LATER
CUT TO
Sl6a
I NT. PARK — S| eepl ess ni ght
Mlicent takes a walk in the park.

M LI CENT (V. Q)
Then, on that nmoon |it night.

Moonl i ght sonat a.
Mlicent is sitting on a bench in a park.

ECU her eyes suddenly open (an eye opening
experience).

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
There | had it! An epiphany! There’'s
t he source of all problens.
Jean-Paul fires her. MIlicent screans

M LI CENT
Man!

Ted the newbi e dunps her. MIlicent screans

M LI CENT
Man!

S16b
MIlicent’'s teacher slabs her hand with a ruler.
(PRL: we could use TOMMY i nstead)

M LI CENT
Men! Men! Men!

Q) Si nmpson!

14



Geor ge Bush
Adolf Hitler!
Ki ng Kong!

Beat .
M LI CENT (V. Q)
(Sigh) Then | saw wonen...

Eve...

Wtch...

Ci nderella s nother...

Madi son Lee (Dem More) in Charlie’'s Angle I1...

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
More wonen...

Ann Fi sher ...

Mboni ca Lew nski ...
MIlicent Snart...
Mom..

M LI CENT (V.Q)
Ri ght here...

Rewi nd back to MIlicent Snart.
Fr eeze.
M LI CENT (V. Q)

It dawned on ne. Cender had nothing to
do with it. Nothing else. The source

of msery cane fromwithin. | was the
problem | mght be conpetent. | m ght
be sharp.

Mlicent sleeps with Ted the newbie. She gives
hi m her password. She tal ks behi nd peopl e’ s back.
She | ooks down on peopl e.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
(sad) But | was heartless. | was
not hi ng nore than an unprof essi onal ,
selfish, arrogant bitch.

Ml icent closes her eyes.

MLICENT (V.Q)
(hopeful) Then | realized how | ucky I
had been. All these years of ignorance
and sel f-indul gence, | could have been
dead.

Sl16¢
Mlicent is strangled, beat up and shot by a crazy

15



bast ar d.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
(resolute) But it wasn't too |ate.

MIlicent gets up and gives the beggar a dollar.
She gives hima five-dollar bill, then a 20-dollar
bill.

Sl16d
(She takes himto a restaurant.)

CUT TG
Sl7a
I NT. SPACI QUS ROOM — MORNI NG
M licent |earns calligraphy.

MLICENT (V.Q)
Be hunbl e.

A new | anguage.

M LI CENT
Ari gat ou gozai masu
S17b
Martial arts.
M LI CENT
Wat cha!

Sl7c
| NT. ATWATER MARKET — SUNNY AFTERNOON
M licent buys flowers.

M LI CENT
(Smle) Keep the change!

S17d

| NT. HOVE — SUNNY AFTERNOON

She gets honme and replaces Ch-Henry and Coke with
groceries.

MLICENT (V.Q)
Practi ce random acts of ki ndness.

M licent cooks and serves dinner for her parents.
Sl7e

I NT. HOVE — NI GHT

M licent practices Yoga neditation.

M LICENT (V.Q)

16



Road to self-redenption
FOUR MORE WEEKS LATER

S18

Mlicent participates in the End Breast Cancer
wal k. (PRL: perhaps the walk is not necessary) As
she wal ks, cut to flashback:

Ted the newbi e uses her password. Ted the newbie
Is socializing wth other enployees. Jean-Pau
fires Mlicent. Ted the newbie ends the affair.

Cut back to present, ECU Mlicent's eyes: she
cones up with another revel ation

MLICENT (V.Q)
Justice ought to be executed.

CUT TO
S19
| NT. BAR — NI GHT
MIlicent takes Jean-Paul out for a drink. Bla bla
bl a.

M LI CENT
No, seriously. You were right. | was
W ong.

JEAN- PAUL

Stop beating around the bush. Watever
you have to say, nmake it quick

M LI CENT
I know who is responsible (for the
crinme).

JEAN- PAUL
No one is conplaining now Everything
Is fine.

Jean- Paul takes a cigarette puff and gives it sone
nor e t houghts.

JEAN- PAUL
Do you have proof?

DI SSOLVE TGO
S20
I NT. SMOKI NG AREA — AFTERNOON
Ted the newbie is ‘socializing again with an
enpl oyee. (no di al ogues)

CUT TO

17



S21

INT. OFFICE — NI GHT

MIlicent returns to the office and sets up the
programto trap him

CUT TO
S22
INT. OFFICE — NI GHT
Ted the newbi e has the opportunity to commt
anot her act of crine.

JEAN- PAUL
Keep up the good work, Ted!

TED THE NEWBI E
Thanks boss.

Ted the newbi e | ooks around and fi nds no one.
ECU. Should he do it again?

Canera changes focus fromhimto the hidden canera
behi nd.

In a closed office, MIlicent nonitors the inmages
captured by the hidden canera. The conputer is
connected to the database and the server so that
what ever Ted the newbie is doing, it is also
captured on this screen.

CUT TO
S23
INT. OFFICE — NI GHT
Ted the newbi e wal ks out and two police officers
stop him (no dial ogues)

VH TE DI SSCLVE TGO
S24
| NT. OFFI CE — AFTERNOON
Mlicent enters the office with a box of donuts.
She passes it to Tomy.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
| got back to work the next norning.
Not hi ng has changed.

Tomry grabs a donut and passes the box to Venkat a.
Venkata now has plenty of tinme to take a donut
bef ore passing the box to Moni ca.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
(beat) Yet nothing was the sane.

Mlicent takes a | ook at Ted the newbie’'s enpty
desk.

18



She turns

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
Every time | stared at that screen, |
felt a sudden wave of unexpected guilt.

to Toomy. He sm | es back.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
That guilt soon went away and was
repl aced by the rem nder of a few
| essons | ear ned.

M 1licent puts on her earpiece. Now intercut nusic
(and the cubicle people) simlar to earlier scene
(S10). Now cut to Jean-Paul’'s electronic

conponent

Credits.

— a synphoni c harnony in the work pl ace.

M LI CENT (V.Q.)
In the end, we net the deadline: the
product was | aunched and everyone noved
on. | started ny next contract in
Bel gi um and never quite saw t hem agai n.
(beat) Life of a consultant, get used to
it..

NG shots on the side.
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THE END



